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See Jennie Dean Dedication, page 4

On October 24, 2020, a long-anticipated event took place when the statue honoring Jennie Serepta 
Dean was unveiled on the campus of the Manassas Industrial School for Colored Youth, an 

institution Dean helped found.  
Nearly 200 people gathered on a beautiful October morning during the socially-distanced ceremony 

for donors to listen to speeches, enjoy musical entertainment and then witness the unveiling. Manassas 
Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, Lieutenant Governor Justin E. Fairfax, U.S. Senator Mark R. Warner, and U.S. 
Representative Jennifer Wexton all recognized the transformative power that the Manassas Industrial 
School had on its more than 5,000 students during a time when African Americans had few educational 
opportunities.

Manassas native and Philadelphia broadcast journalist Monique Braxton interviewed her father, Carroll 
Braxton, a Congressional Medal of Honor winner and retired Montford Marine who recalled his days as a 
student at The Manassas Industrial School in the 1940s. Rev. Etoria V. Goggins, Pastor of the First AME 
Church of Manassas, Dr. Keith Savage, Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Manassas, and Dr. E. Faye 
Williams, President and CEO of The National Congress of Black Women also spoke. Aaliyah Critzer, a 
Jennie Dean Elementary School student, recited a poem written for the occasion by long-time Museum 
Volunteer Lynn Robb.

We owe our thanks and appreciation to the more than 130 donors who met the $175,000 goal for the two 
year-long project, to the Museum Associates for sponsoring the project and a GoFundMe campaign, and to 
the Memorial Update Fundraising Committee for their work. 

In addition to the statue, a new plaza, benches, lighting, and the informational kiosk were updated.  
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How many of you knew there is a Collections 
Committee that helps the Curator with 

shaping and growing the collection?  That’s right – I 
have the privilege to work alongside a small group 
of volunteers who help make decisions about what 
we accession (accept) for the collection as well 
as what we might deaccession (remove) from the 
collection.  At our most recent meeting 
of the Collections 
Committee, we 
had quite a bit 
of work to do.  
Because of the 
pandemic, there 
was no spring 
meeting, so there 
were quite a few 
offers of donation 
up for consideration. 
One of those was 
particularly interesting and I want 
to share it with you here.

Most Curators will tell you that 
collecting modern day pieces – 
things very much from the present 
– is difficult.  How do you know 
an object will stand the test of time and be significant 
50 or 100 years from now?  Is it important enough to 
include in the collection or is it be better to wait and 

                                  Curator’s Corner                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       by Mary Helen Dellinger 

see if whatever person or event the object represents 
ends up being a significant part in our history?  We 
can’t save everything so decisions must be made 
about every possible donation.  This is harder than it 
sounds.

This is exactly the type of 
decision faced by the 
Collections Committee 
at our September 
meeting.  The last item 
on the agenda was three 
handmade signs, picked 
up on the museum lawn 
after a social justice rally 
this past summer.  All were 
made of poster board and 
markers or paint.  One sign 
boldly proclaimed “Black 
Lives Matter” while another 
had a hole cut out of the 

center to make the sign look 
like a picture frame with the 
words, “Am I Next?”  The third 
sign stated, “Latinos For Black 
Lives.”  

Unlike most modern day 
pieces we might be offered, the significance of these 
three signs was immediately apparent to everyone 

See Signs, page 5
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See Remainder of 2020, next page

AA  PPEEEEKK  AATT  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS
manassascity.org/leisure                                                                      by Rachel Goldberg

Nearly 40 people attended the Spirits of Liberia event on 
October 27.

City Cemetery Tours
Four sold-out Manassas City Cemetery Tours were 

led by Melyssa Webb, who this summer and fall also 
led a volunteer effort to clean headstones at Rose Hill, 
Liberia, and Manassas City Cemeteries. Visit youtube.com/
manassascityva to see Melyssa’s talk on the grave cleaning 
project and learn how you can clean your own family 
gravestones.

Spirits of Liberia
The Spirits of Liberia event looked a little different 

this year than it has in the past, but it still gave visitors the 
opportunity to learn about Liberia’s history and explore 
the house and grounds. This program has also given us the 
opportunity to create a new partnership with Lemonade 
Bakery which was on site handing out free, individually 
wrapped fall-themed cookies!

Stories of Preservation and Progress
The Stories of Preservation and Progress October lecture has 

also given us the opportunity to create a new partnership — with 
the beautiful downtown Manassas shop The Things I Love. Author 
Andrew Mills talked about his book Haunted Prince William and 
had a conversation with Joanne Wunderly, owner of The Things 
I Love, whose supernatural experience at the shop’s previous 
location is included in the book!

Despite smaller program attendance due to social distancing limitations, in-person and virtual talks and    
tours remained popular this fall. 

Families enjoyed sold out tours of City Cemetery.

Author 
Andrew Mills 
joined us for 
the October 
Stories of 
Preservation 
and Progress 
at The 
Things I 
Love.
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Jennie Dean Dedication
continued from page 1

Sponsorship opportunities are available for Phase Two of the Memorial Update, which includes connected 
walking paths, interpretive signage, and an amphitheater for community use. Visit manassascity.org/jenniedean 
to find out more.

Remainder of 2020
continued from previous page

Rounding out the remainder of 2020, we are continuing to find ways to connect the Museum and its 
collection to all Manassas residents:

• We are currently developing Hands-On-History Kits that will include fun hands-on activities and 
crafts for families to do together.

• We are working with Manassas City Public Schools to help teachers use the museum as a resource 
for their Past and Present units.

• Stories of Preservation and Progress talks will continue to take place with limited in-person capacity 
while also being streamed on facebook.com/cityofmanassasleisure.

• On December 5th, our last Front Porch Talk of the year will feature Mr. Joe McGill of the Slave 
Dwelling Project. This program will also be live-streamed on facebook.com/cityofmanassasleisure.
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Hopefully by now all of you have visited the Manassas Industrial School 
Historic Site and seen the beautiful new statue of Jennie Dean.  Unveiled on October 
24 in a special ceremony, this statue is something that the community can be 
proud of.  As we celebrate the dedication of the Jennie Dean statue, I would like to 
recognize all the past members who contributed to this moment, many of whom still contribute 
to the museum to this day even after they have moved away and many years have passed. This 
demonstrates the fondness and connection we all share for the museum. I will not list their names 
for fear of leaving someone out. Suffice it to say we are grateful to all who realized Jennie Dean’s 
importance and began this effort early on.  We cannot thank you enough.

On to Christmas!  Due to COVID, we have cancelled the usual Santa and cookie event at the 
Museum.  Hopefully next year we will be back on track with that.  We have not, however, cancelled 
our raffle!  This year we have a new type of prize donated by Mary Helen Dellinger, Curator of the 
Museum.  Mary Helen has offered to give a private tour of Liberia for up to 6 people in the spring on 
a mutually agreeable date.  The Associates will provide light refreshments for the lucky winner.  This 
is not something that is available to the general public and we think that will mean good ticket sales.  
Please watch your mail for information about the tickets and encourage your friends and neighbors 
to purchase some.

As this is my last update for 2020, I want to thank all of you for hanging in there with us during 
this difficult year.  Cancelled meetings and events did not slow us down and we were still able to see 
the Dean statue project through to completion.  I look forward to working with all of you next year 
and wish you the very best for a happy, healthy holiday season.                                

                 
                                           Pat Beuch, President

   Notes
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from the President’s Desk

from now, none of these will likely exist.  Decades 
from now, when a future curator tells the story of 
how Manassas residents protested for social change, 
these signs will be graphic reminders of the summer 
of 2020.  

Look for the Signs Next Year in a New Exhibit

For now, the signs are safely in our storage 
facility, but look for them to make an appearance 
next year in a new exhibit the staff is working 
on.  Until then, we hope to see you soon at the 
Museum.

in the room.  They reminded us of the huge changes 
taking place in the United States.  In addition, they 
represent parts of our community severely under-
represented or represented not at all in our collection, 
something we are actively working to address.  
Finally, the signs have an immediacy to them that 
many objects do not.  Of course, we accepted them 
for the collection.   We knew the weight of history 
they carried and recognized the fact that 50 years 

Signs
continued from page 2
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Echoes, The Manassas Museum Store
Shop online at www.manassasechoes.com 

or call us at 703-257-8453

Your destination for distinctive gifts, toys, collectibles and books. 

It’s getting colder outside, so this fall come 
visit Echoes Manassas Museum Shop to 
explore all the new fall- ready items to 

keep you warm through the season!  

Visit in store or shop online at 
manassasechoes.com


